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OBJECTIVES: Limited research has been conducted to evaluate
the humanistic and economic burden of age-related macular
degeneration (AMD). A multi-country, cross-sectional study was
conducted to examine the burden of bilateral neovascular AMD
(NV-AMD) on visual impairment, quality of life (QOL), and
vision-related functioning (VF), and explore the relationship
among these outcomes. METHODS: We surveyed 401 bilateral
NV-AMD patients recruited from retina specialists and 471
elderly non-AMD (control) patients from general practitioners in
France, Germany, Spain, UK and Canada. Patients completed a
telephone survey including a set of validated instruments: the
National Eye Institute Visual Function Questionnaire (NEI VFQ-
25), the EuroQol (EQ-5D), and the Hospital Anxiety and Depres-
sion Scale (HADS). Physicians recorded visual acuity (VA) and
treatment information. Multivariate regression models were uti-
lized in the analysis. RESULTS: Based on their better eye VA, NV-
AMD patients were categorized as having normal VA (>20/40,
13%), mildly impaired VA (20/40 to >20/80, 21%), moderately
impaired VA (20/80 to >20/200, 28%), severely impaired VA
(20/200 to >20/400, 18%), and near blindness (<20/400, 19%).
They reported a decremental mean VF (NEI VFQ summary scale
score) from 62.4 (normal VA) to 39.4 (near blindness) and an
incremental mean depression symptom (HADS depression sub-
scale score) from 5.5 (normal VA) to 8.5 (near blindness) (p <
0.001), while control subjects (all with better eye normal VA)
reported substantially better VF (mean NEI VFQ score of 89.1)
and fewer depression symptoms (mean HADS depression score
of 4.1). However, no discernable trend was observed in EQ-5D
(a general QOL measure) or HADS anxiety subscale scores across
VA impairment level. CONCLUSIONS: Vision-speciﬁc QOL
measures are important in capturing the relationship between
vision loss and QOL in NV-AMD patients. Consistent with the
literature, greater depression symptoms and lower VF were
observed in AMD patients with more severe vision loss.
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OBJECTIVES: Latanoprost, a prostaglandin inhibitor, is being
increasingly used in therapeutic management of glaucoma.
However, scant literature exists examining the cost and outcomes
ramiﬁcations of latanoprost. This study examined the medica-
tion use behavior (medication related adherence and persistence
rates) and costs associated with the introduction of latanoprost
therapy in an older population (aged 65 and above) enrolled in
Medicare. METHODS: The study employed a retrospective
observational cohort design and used administrative claims data
from a Medicare HMO, which offered complete coverage to
enrollees, including prescription beneﬁt. The case group con-
sisted of 100 patients with glaucoma who began latanoprost
therapy. The control group consisted of 168 enrollees with glau-
coma, and who started any other therapy other than latanoprost.
Both groups were followed for one year before and after initia-
tion of therapy. Bivariate and multivariate techniques incorpo-
rating health care utilization in the year prior to start of new
therapy were utilized to determine the study outcomes.
RESULTS: Introduction of latanoprost therapy was associated
with signiﬁcantly higher medication persistence and adherence
rates as compared to patients starting any other glaucoma med-
ication (p < 0.01). Further, there were no additional increases in
total health care costs in the entire population associated with
the introduction of latanoprost therapy, after adjusting for group
and time effects, as well as other confounders (p > 0.05). CON-
CLUSIONS: Latanoprost therapy offered improved medication
use behavior in older adults with glaucoma and did not increase
overall health care costs in this population. Long-term manage-
ment with latanoprost therapy may offer signiﬁcant costs-savings
for glaucoma patients.
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OBJECTIVE: Multifocal IOLs are a new development to restore
distance and near vision after cataract surgery and liberate
patients from spectacles. The following analysis compares vision
beneﬁts reported by patients after ReSTOR® versus monofocal
IOL implants. METHODS: Data were pooled from two clinical
trials conducted in Europe and the United States in patients
undergoing cataract surgery. A total of 499 patients were
implanted with ReSTOR®, a multifocal IOL, and 173 patients
with a monofocal IOL (MoF). Patients self-reported vision on
the well validated TyPE outcome questionnaire, comprising 67
items assessing all aspects of visual function, with and without
spectacles, including distance and near vision. The TyPE was
administered three-times: at baseline, after ﬁrst-eye (EYE1)
surgery, and following second-eye surgery (EYE2). A clinically
signiﬁcant TyPE response was deﬁned as a change from baseline
greater than one-half the baseline score standard deviation.
Cumulative response curves of the IOL groups were compared
by a Kolmogorov-Smirnov (KS) test. RESULTS: Distance vision
improved equally after ReSTOR® and MoF, with and without
spectacles. However, near vision after EYE1 improved more fre-
quently (p < 0.0001) with ReSTOR® (75%) than MoF (57%),
and improved even more after EYE2 (p < 0.0001): ReSTOR®
(88%) versus MoF (62%). KS tests conﬁrmed the superiority of
ReSTOR® over MoF (p < 0.0001). The improvement of near
vision without spectacles in the ReSTOR® group was equivalent
to that with spectacles in the MoF group. CONCLUSIONS:
ReSTOR® improves both distance and near vision, and allows
most patients to abandon spectacles.
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OBJECTIVES: The MacDQoL showed good metric properties in
previous UK work. The aim of this survey was to conﬁrm these
results in other countries and explore possibilities of subscales.
METHODS: Two clinical trials were pooled (France 120;
Germany 126, Italy 139; USA 412). Principal component analy-
ses (Varimax) was conducted on baseline data from separate coun-
tries. Factorial structures were compared between countries and
Cronbach’s alpha curves were used to identify subscale scores.
Four groups of patients were identiﬁed according to visual acuity
(VA) in their best eye (BE < 5/10; BE >= 5/10) and worst eye (WE
< 1/10; WE >= 1/10) and were used to investigate (ANOVA) the
sensitivity of MacDQoL to VA and compare with the NEI-VFQ-
